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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – April 6, 2010

Student Green Fund Referendum Comes Home to UTEP

On April 21 and 22 during Earth Week, the UTEP student body will vote on a student-proposed referendum that would create about $130,000 a year for student-led projects aimed at campus sustainability. The Green Fund (GF) referendum would create a student fee of $3 per student per regular semester, not per credit hour, or $1.50 in summer sessions that would be in effect for five years from the time it is implemented.

Hundreds of surveys were conducted throughout campus in order to gain student input on the campaign, and the results showed students were overwhelmingly in favor of a green fund. And although most students surveyed favored an increase of $5 (the maximum legal amount), the average amount students favored came closer to $3.

The GF referendum is a product by students that empowers students spearheaded by the student organization, the Environmental Advocates, and carries the full sponsorship of the Student Government Association.

If the referendum passes with student support, it would create a campus committee with a student-majority representation to oversee distribution of funds. Projects proposed by any student, faculty, or staff would be fundable as long as the committee would approve the project as part of an application process.

Projects that would gain funding are typified by goals of campus sustainability, including infrastructure and energy efficiency projects, scholarships and research grants, employment or any other environmental initiative. Significantly, the projects would not pay for anything the university is already required to do by law or policy. 

“We are working along with a group of 8 Texas campuses including UTEP, Texas A&M and UT Austin to become the top state in the nation in terms of sustainability,” said Rafael Rivera, president of the Environmental Advocates. 

UTEP will not be the first Texas university to have students vote on a green fund. In 2004, Texas State University—San Marcos became the first Texas university to implement an environmental fee. In 2009, with funding from the fee, Texas State became home to the world’s largest human power plant, elliptical machines that when used at the Student Recreation Center feed electricity to the campus power grid. 

This spring of 2010, A&M and UT Austin passed green fund referendums with 57% and 71% student support, respectively. Similarly, Rice University passed a green fund referendum this spring. UTEP’s Earth Week GF vote will be coordinated with GF votes at UT San Antonio, UT Pan-American, and the University of North Texas. 

Texas House Bill (HB) 3353, made law in the spring of 2009, is what has made the green fund possible at all Texas public colleges and universities, allowing students to implement a green fee. The UTEP Environmental Advocates are directly responsible for all of these votes and green funds statewide with the urging of Senator Shapleigh’s office to sponsor the bill, allowing these GF votes in Texas universities to be legal. Shapleigh was the lone senator to sponsor the introductory bill out of the entire legislature in the last legislative session. 

This year, 2010, marks the 40th anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, an international holiday for awareness of environmental issues. On this same day, students will vote for a significant student resource at the environmental level that is student funded, student initiated, and student ruled. Before that happens, for more information be sure to visit the campaign web site at http://www.facebook.com/l/cd611;gfutep.kk5.org or http://www.facebook.com/l/cd611;thinkgreenfund.org/, and stay tuned for the open forum dates.
