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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 22, 2010
Texas to Pass California for Most College Green Funds
Statewide Student Campaign Seeks to Raise Millions for Sustainability
Austin, TX – A campaign launched this month would establish campus “green funds” on up to 7 public universities in Texas.  Most of the institutions on the list are among the state’s largest – UT Austin, Texas A&M, the University of Houston, the University of North Texas each have 30,000-45,000 students.

The “Think Green Fund” campaign is being organized by ReEnergize Texas, a coalition of student groups focused on climate and energy issues in the state.

“Texas has a real stake in the green economy,” said Jacob Bintliff, Campaign Coordinator for ReEnergize Texas and UT student. “Investing in that future starts with colleges and universities that are training our leaders and our workforce.”
Throughout the spring semester, campuses will hold ballot initiatives to determine whether their student bodies are willing to accept a $3– $5 semesterly fee needed to finance the fund.  Bintliff says such initiatives are usually popular.

“The research we’ve done indicates that these funds have been passed 94 times across the country, and failed only 4 times,” he said. “Sustainability is just popular with a younger demographic.  Polling at Texas A&M, for example, showed that 76% of the student body was in favor of making sustainability a higher budget priority for their campus.”

The green fund campaign is unique in that the Texas Legislature gave pre-approval to the necessary fees during the 2009 legislative session, clearing a major hurdle for most student-driven fees.

“It shows that our state lawmakers think this is an important priority,” said Jackie Trevino, leader of the campus campaign at UT Pan American. 

Votes will be held on March 2-3 at UT Austin and March 7-8 at Texas A&M.  Most of the remaining campuses will hold special elections on Earth Day, April 22nd.  If all 7 participating campuses pass the initiative, they will join Texas State in giving Texas 8 public colleges with green fees.  California and Tennessee currently lead the country with 7 each.

For more on the Think Green Fund campaign, go to http://thinkgreenfund.org/.

Contact:
Trevor Lovell, ReEnergize Director – trevor.lovell@gmail.com, 512.470.6572
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