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-------------------------------- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -----------------------------------
College students across Texas vote YES on “Green Funds” this spring

On Earth Day, the University of Texas El Paso became the fourth Texas university this spring to vote on a Green Fund. Sixty-nine percent (69%) of students voted in a campus-wide election to increase their tuition by $3.00 per semester in order to create a Green Fund in support of campus environmental projects. Voting ran from April 21 to 22 and results were announced Friday (4/23). The money would be overseen by a student-led committee and limited to uses that yield a positive environmental impact in the university community. 


UTEP students were followed in short order by their peers at 
UT San Antonio and the University of North Texas. The results from UTSA’s Thursday and Friday elections (April 22 & 23) were announced Monday afternoon: 53% in favor. This came after UTSA students had already approved an environmentally-related transportation fee earlier in the semester.  UNT students voted throughout last week with the results announced Monday evening: 82% in favor.


UTEP, UNT, and UTSA join three other Texas universities whose student bodies approved a Green Fund this semester. In March Rice University became the first Texas school to create a Green Fund, with 71% of students voting in favor, since Texas State University did so in 2004. The following week, football rivals UT Austin and Texas A&M set aside their differences to pass Green Funds with 71% and 57% of students voting in favor, respectively. 


This Texas-sized statement of student support for environmental innovation & responsibility was not a coincidence. The campaigns were, with the exception of Rice, coordinated through the Reenergize Texas Coalition. A network of youth environmental groups at over 20 campuses across the state, Reenergize Texas led the successful effort to draft and advocate for HB 3353 on “Environmental Service Fees” in the 81st Texas Legislature in 2009. The bill was signed into law in June 2009. 

As a result of efforts at all six campuses, over $6 million will be raised for campus sustainability across Texas over the next five years. Student groups at UT Pan American, UT Arlington, UT Dallas, Texas Tech University, and Trinity University are considering their own Green Fund campaigns for the 2010-11 academic year. 
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